[Stabilizing the open fracture with the external fixator].
External fixation plays a major role in contemporary trauma care. Indications are not limited to the obviously open fracture but also to cases with severe "closed" soft tissue injuries (contusions, burns etc.). The technique is reviewed and importance of pin placement, fixator geometry, minimal internal fixation and staged fixator removal are stressed. The modern external fixation techniques may be used to obtain bony union or they may be used temporarily switching to definitive internal fixation upon obtention of soft tissue healing.